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THEOLOGICAL, 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
THE GOSPEL COVENANT. 
No. I. 


Tae Christian church, or gospel covenant, is a visible society of 
people, formed by divine direction, incorporated by divine authority, 
and connected together by visible ordinances. This society was 
instituted to promulgate the divine will on earth, and to bring men 
to the kingdom of heaven. Our Saviour Christ is at the head of this 
divine institution; it was made and confirmed in him. St. Paul 
speaks very plainly on this subject, to the Galatians. They appear 
to have imagined, that this covenant and the law of Moses were so 
connected, that all who were admitted into covenant were under 
obligation to the law. But he teaches them a different lesson. With 
all possible plainness he declares to them, that the law was not a 
necessary part of the covenant, that it was only added to it for a 
certain time, and to be done away at the coming of Christ. ‘ The 
law was added because of transgressions, til] the seed, which is Christ, 
should come.” But though it was only added as an appendage to 
the covenant, and was to continue no longer than till the coming of 
Christ; yet the covenant itself was to remain, and the promise con- 
tained in it was to stand fast to the end of the world. ‘* The cove- 
nant that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law, which was 
four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should 
make the promise of none effect.” The same principle is urged 
through the whole of the third chapter to the Galatians. The mem- 
bers of the visible church belong to the same covenant which was 
confirmed in Christ with Abraham, and of which circumcision was 
the sign and seal. ‘* The scripture, foreseeing that God would jus- 
tify the heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unto 
Abraham ;” that is, preached the gospel before the law was given, 
and confirmed the covenant in Christ four hundred and thirty years 
before the law. ‘* So then, they which be of faith,” even now, “ are 
blessed with faithful Abraham.’’ And the apostle concludes, ‘* As 
many of you as have been baptized into Christ, have put on Christ ; 
and if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs accord. 
ing to the promise.”’ 

From such declarations it appears, that the gospel covenant was no 
new thing in the time of our Lord and his apostles. It was indeed 
yevealed to Adam, and exhibited to Noah. It was openly promul. 
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- **Unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them.” The 
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in the time of Moses, and continued till the coming of Christ, when 
it was taken away, and the form of the covenant considerably 
altered. The form was altered; but the subséance remained the 
same. The apostle speaks with ‘much emphasis, ** This I say, That 
the covenant, &c.” He also teaches the Hebrew Christians, that 7 
their fathers were under the same gospel and the same covenant. 


pies 


gospel was preached to the Israelites; and they were under the 
gospel covenant, as much as Christians are at the presentday. They 
exercised faith; which is a gospel requirement. ‘* Through fuith, 
Moses esteemed the reproach of Christ greater riches than the trea- — 
sures of Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompense of the re- © 
ward. By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; 
for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible. Through faith he 
kept the passover, and the sprinkling of blood, lest he that destroyed 
the first born should touch them. By faith they passed through the 
Red Sea, as by dry land; whichthe Egyptians assaying to do, were 
drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were 
compassed about seven days. By faith the harlot Rabab perished 
not with them that believed not, when she had received the spies 
with peace. And what shall I more say? for the time would fail 
me to tell of Gideon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthae ; 
of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets : who through faith 
subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped 
the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge 
of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in — 
fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.” 

The New Testament writers call the church by the same names 
that were used in the Old Testament ; such as “ the circumcision,” — 
‘the Israel of God,’? Jerusalem,’ ** Mount Zion,” &c. Isaiah calls 7 
ita “vineyard.” And our Lord speaks of the same vineyard, and 
of its being let out to husbandmen who proved unfaithful. He then — 
says to the Jews, ‘* What will the Lord of the vineyard do to these _ 
husbandmen ? They say, He will destroy them, and let out his vine- 
yard to others. Then said he unto them, The kingdom of God shall 
be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits” 
thereof.” As much as to say, ** This kingdom, this vineyard, this 
gospel covenant, whieh ye have enjoyed, shall be taken from you and 
viven to the Gentiles.” The church of Christ, both in the Old and 
New ‘Testaments, is called a vine, and the people belonging to it 
branches. ‘The Lord “ brought a vine out of Egypt; &c.” Psalm 
xxx. 8 ‘*T had planted thee a noble vine, &c.” Jeremiah ii, 21.) 
And our Lord says to his disciples, John xv. 5, ** 1 am the vine; ye 
are the branches.” St. Paul compares the church to an olive tree, 
which had existed before Christ, and has continued since. Rom. xi.” 
i6, 24. The Jews were natural branches; but some of them were’ 
broken off because of unbelief, and Gentiles were grafted in, that they) 
might partake of the root and fatness of the tree. Indeed Christians! 
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are, in the New Testament, called by Jewish names; as “ Israel of 
God,” ‘* seed of Abraham,” &c. which indicates, that they belong to 
the same covenant. And our Lord himself, the great Head of the 
covenant, is styled ** the Lion of the tribe of Judah,” ** Consolation of 
Israel,” &c. From all this language it is abundantly evident, that 
the covenant with Abraham was confirmed in Christ as a gospel 
covenant, that it still continues, and is to remain to the end of the 
world. ‘The covenant is always the same in substance, though it has 
varied in its outward form. At different times it has appeared in a 
different dress. From Adam to Abraham it was almost entirely 
naked, having no outward ordinances regularly established.* ‘There 
was nothing outwardly exhibited to distinguish the church from the 
world. There was gospel faith; and it took hold of a gospel bless- 
ing. ** By faith Abel offered sacrifice, and obtained witness that he 
was righteous.”” ‘By faith Enoch was translated.” ‘ By faith 
Noah built an ark, and became heir of the righteousness which is by 
faith.” Thus the gospel system continued for a long season, with 
no external ceremonies, except that of sacrifice, to represent the sa- 


. crifice of Christ. But in the time of Abraham, the covenant was 
_ exhibited in a more regular form. Circumcision was instituted and 
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enjoined, to represent that spiritual circumcision, which is necessary 
in order to please God or enjoy his favour. By this ordinance, the 
covenant people were more clearly distinguished from the rest of the 
world, Some hundred years after, under the ministration of Moses, 
the ceremonial law was. ‘‘ added,” not as being an essential part of 
the covenant, but only an appendage annexed to it. A priesthood 
was instituted ; and in process of time a temple was built, and divine 
worship regulated in a very orderly manner. In this way the sys- 
tem continued till the coming of Christ ; when the whole was revised, 
as it were, and much altered in its outward form. A new edition of 
the covenant was issued, if we may so speak, not a new work, but a 
new edition of the same work. That same dispensation of grace, 
which had been in force from the fall of man, was set forth in a new 
dress, not so cumbersome and unwieldly, but better adapted to its 
present design of extending over the whole earth. Some of the old 
riles and ceremonies were abolished, and others continue much as 
they were. 

Let it be here remarked, that the language which St. Paul quotes, 
(Heb. viii. 9.) from Jeremiah, does not contradict our argument. The 


_* We apprehend that this position of our correspondent cannot be admitted 
without much limitation, Indeed he afterwards limits it himself when he admits 
the divine institution of sacrifice. If we attend to the reason of divine appoint- 
ments we shall see why there was no sign of admission into the church. It was 
because all mankind were then members of the church. To be born into the 
world, and to be born into the,church, were the same thing. Nor was it till the 
universal prevalence of idolatry rendered a separation necessary, that Abraham 
received the sign of circumcision, to distinguish the church from the world. 


ample of Melchisedeck ; and that there were sacrifices is also evident from the 
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Almighty does not say, that the covenant made with Abraham sha!! 
be abolished, but ‘*the covenant which I made with the fathers, 
when I took them by the hand to lead them forth out of Egypt.” 
When the Israelites came out of Egypt, they entered into a special 
covenant, and received a promise of national blessings. All this has 
since been done away. But the gospel covenant, which was institut- 
ed long before is still continued ; it cannot be disannulled, but mus! 
endure to the end of the world. 

Being then established in the present truth, we might with propri- 


ety go on to speak of the present form of the covenant, and to inquire, | 
But | 
the subject is so copious, that it must be deferred to a future number. | 
Do we belong to | 
the Christian covenant? Is it not important that we should belong to | 


what ordinances are enjoined, and what officers are appointed. 
One practical inquiry may now be indulged. 
it? Is it not criminal to continue out of it, ‘* aliens from the commen- 


wealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenant of promise?” It will 
not indeed be denied, that inward piety and holiness are the most 


necessary things in religion ; but outward things are of some conse- | 


quence, or they would not have been enjoined. It is of some conse- 
quence to be in the Christian church—members of that holy covenant, 
which was once confined tu the Jews, but is now open to all nations. 
Among all the revolutions that have happened in the world, this holy 
institution has never been destroyed. ‘Though nations have been over- 
thrown, and the greatest marks of human power buried in ruins; yet 
this work of God has always survived the shock, and now continues, 


a noble and conspicuous testimony of its divine origin. He that made | 
it, has promised to preserve it, and to be with it to the end of the | 
But this holy covenant can be of no use to us, unless we en. | 


world. 
ter into it, and conform to its principles. We should search carefully, 
and learn where it is at the present day, and under what form it ap- 
pears. And, having found it, we should enlist under the sacred ban- 
ner, and continue faithful soldiers and servants unto our life’s end. 
VERMONTENSIS. 


b —_- —_1 
SERMON.—No. XXVIII. 
THE STRENGTH AND BEAUTY OF ZION. 


(CONTINWED FROM PAGE 309.) 


Tue third division of our discourse, was reserved for a notice ol 
the formularies of worship in the Church. But the difficulty again 
recurs of entering upon a field so wide and so fruitful in matter wor- 
thy of attention, in the time allowed us on the present occasion. A 
volume might well be filled in pointing out the beauties and excellen- 
ces of our worship; and then it would be like the glory of Solo- 
mon, in the estimation of the queen of Sheba—the one half not told. 
Ifthe liturgy of our Church has not contributed to the perpetuity o! 
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her existence, it is her greatest ornament—it is, in the language of Da- 
vid, a garment of wrought gold. I am aware, however, that in this 
state especially, there are so few Episcopal churches, and of course 
the distinctive principles of our polity, and the peculiarities of our 
worship, are so little understood, that we have to appear chiefly on 
the defensive, in obviating objections and vindicating ourselves from 
the accusations laid to our charge as Christians. Objections are fre- 
quently made to forms of prayer generally, as prejudicial to devotion. 
It is supposed, by many who know not the contrary from expe- 
rience, that coldness and formality are produced by the continual or 
habitual use of the same forms, which would defeat the great end of 


‘devotional exercises. But this objection is so obviously founded in 


errour, that a few words only, in reply, will be sufficient. Let the 
persons who make this objection say if coldness and formality are 
produced in their congregations by the continued use of set forms of 
praise. Itis presumed, they will unhesitatingly answer in the nega- 
tive! And, if so, let them point out what there is in the nature of 
prose, not in poetry, to produce these deleterious effects in devotion! 
It it apprehended that those who make the objection to our Church 
now under consideration, to be consistent, should banish from their 
worship precomposed hymns—should sing extempore as well as 
pray so. Moreover, it is confidently believed, that the contrary of 
this charge is the truth; that the use of the same language in our 
prayers, day after day, and year afler year, will the more deeply 
impress us with their import, And extemporary prayer may indeed 
produce a kind of interest or feeling that a precomposed form will 
not ; but is this interest or feeling any thing like real devotion—-is it 
not curiosity, or an excitement of the intellectual powers similar to 
what is felt in hearing a new and eloquent discourse ? Neither ani- 
mal passion, nor any intellectual operation, is of itself devotion—de- 
votion is the work of the heart ; and, it is most evident, that in an ex- 
cess of animal passion, or where a continual effort of the intellectual 
faculties is necessary either in conceiving or comprehending a new 
form of prayer, there is less opportunity for the moral powers to be 
engaged than in the use of a form already furnished and understood. 

Besides the objections to forms of prayer generally for religious 
worship, there are others to the liturgy of the Church in particular. 
One dislikes its variety of matter as well as the frequent change 
of position in which it is used; another dislikes its short collects 
instead of one continued prayer ; and another dislikes some particular 
expression supposed to contain false doctrines. The limited time 
allowed me will only admit a brief reply to the objections to our 
worship last named. The principle on which our daily office 
of devotion is constructed seems exceedingly well suited to the consti- 
tution of our minds and to the circumstances under which we are 
placed. We are so constituted and circumstanced, that variety ope- 
rates upon us as a stimulus, giving animation and vigour to both body 
and mind. Even a change of food yields new nourishment ; a change 
of air new salubrity ; and a change vf amusements new life and spirit. 
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Although we should soon become weary in looking upon a boundless 
plain, covered with gne unvaried sheet of grass, yet upona rich land- 
scape diversified with land and water, hills and dales, rocks and trees, 
we could gaze fora long time, with increased delight. Aud we are 
affected in like manner, in the things of religion. A long prayer 
may and frequently does cause weariness, which will prevent all ar- 
dour, if it does not destroy all kind of devotion ; but our short collects, 
each containing a separate petition, prefaced with a reference to the 
attribute, the display of which we therein supplicate, and concluded 
with a reference to the merits of Christ through which we expect 
every mercy. enables us to continue our devotions with increased en- 
gagedness even to the end, Every pious Episcopalian will readily 
add his testimony to the truth of this remark. Nor will he object to 
the frequent change of body with which the service of the Church is 
celebrated—he will neither be tired of rising to celebrate the praises 
of his Maker and Redeemer; nor of kneeling down to confess his 
sins and to supplicate the merey he needs. 

And the other objection made to a few expressions in the liturgy 
supposed to convey false doctrine will be found on examination to be 
equally groundless. Language, like every thing else not divine, is 
continually changing. Since our liturgy was formed, the use of a 
few words found in it is materially aliered ; their ordinary siznifica- 
tion, as now used, is widely different from what it then was. Such, 
therefore, as have not been appriscd of the change in the meaning of 
ihe words alluded to, suppose they were designed to convey errone- 
ous sentiments ; but Episcopalians, aware ef this change, use these 
words according to their original import. Nor is it denied, that our 
formularies of worship, in some other instances, might possibly be 
considered susceptible of improvement. No human production was 
ever yetperiect. No one, however, it is presumed ever approxima- 
mated nearer to perfection than our liturgy. Lt is so nearly perfect, 
that were a revision attempted, it would probably receive more inju- 
ry than profit. One person would wish to alter one thing, and anoth- 
er would propose to alter something else—one would wish to ex- 
punge this part and another that, till it retained none of its original 
features, or till nething of it was left. Nor is it deemed necessary 
that our worship should keep pace with the for ever varying world, 
We revere it for its antiquity ; and we are desirous that the Church 
and liturgy together should be as much as possible like the divine 
Head of the church, the same yesterday to day, and for ever. The 
materials, from which our liturgy is formed, came from the purest 
ages of the church; and the thought that it bas been used by thou- 
saygds and millions who are now in heaven, and that many have con- 
secrated it even with their blood, cannot fail to endear it greatly to us, 
and to quicken our devotions when using it. It isa precious relick 
of their wisdom and of their piety. We venerate it; we veneraic 
the men who formed it! Sainted spirits, having finished your labours 
and your perils on earth, you have entered upon the inheritance or- 
dained for the righteous, encompassing the moral horizon, in a bright 
galaxy, at which we will gaze in admiration as long as life shall last * 
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The inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem were directed to survey 
the bulwarks and towers and palaces of their favourite and beloved 
city, that they might tell it to the generation following. It is chiefly 
in reference to the generation following, that I have been directing 
your atiention to our Zion. It is too common for the children of 
Episcopalians to grow up without knowing wherein our Church dif- 
fers from the communion of those who dissent from it. If the obser- 
vations made on the constitution, minisiry, and worship of the Church 
are correct, it is important that they should be deeply impressed up- 
on the minds of the rising generation. Other denominations are care- 
ful to instruct their children in their own religious peculiarities; and 
there is certainly no good reason why we should not dothe same. I 
well know, that Episcopalians have trusted too much to the goodness 
of their cause; and the Church has consequently been permitted too 
much to provide for berself or else not be provided for at all. But if 
the Church is as apostolical in her ministry, and as heavenly in her 
worship as has been supposed, it still requires the nursing care of her 
members. The Church is to be enlarged and nourished by the use 
of regular means ; and if these are neglected, we are to expect her 
light will wane, if not become extinct. And among the means used 
lor perpetuating and enlarging our Zion, none can be more effectual 
than a proper attention to ber young members. 

The remark is often made that persons seldom leave the Episcopal 
church, who have been once sincerely attached to it, and have been 
well instructed in its distinctive principles. As members of that 
Church we might profit much from this remark in causing our young 
inembers to be well instructed in these principles. Nor should the 
religious education of our youth be wholly or even chiefly intellectu- 
al. The distinctive principles of our Church should only be made the 
basis of a religious education that would form the moral powers to 
habits of piety and practical godliness. I am aware, it isa favourite 
idea with many Christian people, that children are to be permitted to 
grow up without receiving any religious bias, leaving their conyersinn 
altogether to the irresistible grace of God. But if we reason from 
analogy, or that abundance of facts within our observation, we cannot 
but conclude, it requires time to raise a moral as well asa physical or 
an intellectual structure. What is there in nature that springs into 
existence in full perfection? Does genius ever in the infancy of life 
dart all its bright beams upon the world? Or do renowned monu- 
ments of human art rise into being, in a moment, in the twinkling of 
aneye? If not, why should we look for such operations in the meral 
world ? Does not the same God of order govern in one as in the other? 
The conclusion, moreover, drawn from analogy on this subject is 
made certain, by the elucidation of important principles in moral and 
intellectual philosophy, from the existence of historical facts. Most 
of the exertions to Christianize the heathen, it is known, have been 
fruitless. Century has rolled away after century ; missionary has 
succeeded missionary, in peril, in toils, in self-denials, and then in 


descending into the silent grave; but where are we to look for tha 
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Christian churches which they formed from heathen converts? With 
few exceptions we shall look in vain for them! Nor is their want of 
success owing to any want of fitness in the Christian system to the 
moral necessities of the heathen, or to any neglect of duty on their 
part, save not having begun the work of conversion in childhood. This, 
however, in the present more enlightened age of the world, is sup- 
posed to be the principal, if not the only cause, why former attempts 
to convert the heathen have been so unavailing ; and those, at pres- 
ent most engaged in this charitable work, have adopted the long and 
much ridiculed idea of making Christians of children. If the gospel 
is now to be preached in heathen countries, it is preached to children ; 
schools are established ; and in this way, the truths of revelation 
are made to gain place upon the mind before it becomes corrupted 
by the vices and prejudices of more advanced age. And reasoning 
from this fact, as we might from numerous others of a similar charac- 
ter, it is reckoned probable that a large proportion of those who ever 
become pious, become so in childhood and youth—at least so far as 
their situations, and maturity of understanding, and moral perception, 
will permit. Indeed, had it not been for the religious instruction 
we ourselves received in childhood and youth, we might have been, 
at this time, morally no better than heathens! What a delighiful 
field, my brethren, does such a consideration open for the pious la- 
bours of Christian parents in bringing up their children in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord. Away, then, with the absurd, the ir- 
rational, the unchristian idea of permitting children to grow up with- 
out religious impressions and religious principles, under the pretence, 
that they may have opportunity, on coming to maturer years, of choos- 
ing a religion for themselves, unb.cssed by previous instructions. 
Why not then let them grow up without education, that when grown 
up, they may choose for themselves what to learn! Why not let our 
young men grow up without a knowledge of any mecbanick art, or of 
any profession, tbat, when men, they may choose for themselves what 
calling they would like! One would be comparatively as absurd as 
the other; and one, it is apprehended would be as destructive to 
their immortal as the other to their temporal well being. Permit me, 
therefore, to urge you, my brethren, to inculcate upon our young 
members the distinctive principles of our Church, to form their minds 
to habits of piety and practical godliness, and to impress them with 
the beauties and excellences of our worship—or in the language of 
the text, Walk about Zion, and go round about her : tell the towers 
thereof. Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces, that ye may 
tell at to the generation following. 

It is certainly through no hostility of feeling to, or want of respect 
for our Christian brethren of other denominations, that we would in- 
culcate upon our own members the distinctive principles and excel- 
lences of our own Church ; and when we do it, we would avoid giv- 
ing offence ; we would endeavour to speak the truth in love. We pre- 
tend not to dictate to them ; we leave them to the light given them, 
to their own consciences, and to their God; we only, in these things, 
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speak in reference to ourselves, to the welfare of those committed to 
our charge, knowing that we must render unto God an account of the 
stewardship we have received. Indeed, we would with pleasure ac- 
knowledge, that many of them are worthy of our imitation, in zeal, in 
active benevolence, and in practical piety ; and we would rejoice 
whenever they successfully labour for the good of their fellow crea- 
tures and the glory of God, 

But for what purpose, my Christian brethren and friends, let me, 
in the conclusion of this discourse, press the inquiry upon your minds, 
are these religious institutions and these religious solemnities ? Let me 
entreat you to consider seriously, for what purpose are these Chris- 
tian temples, these altars, and these ministrations of the sanctuary ? 
Why are we so often called on to abstract ourselves from the world 
and to engage in the service of God? Are these things merely for 
outward show! Far from it! They are to prepare us for rendering 
unto God an account for all the deeds done in the body; to prepare 
us for those holy exercises in which the righteous are to be engaged 
through eternity ; to prepare us for the reception of that crown of 
glory and immortality which are their promised inheritance beyond 
the grave ! 

May God Almighty grant, that these means of grace be blessed ef- 
fectually to the important purposes named. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ABVOCATE. 


Amonc the “ religious communications” in the August number of the 
Christian Spectator, I perceive a formal attempt by a writer who 
signs himself W., to invalidate the evidence in favour of the epistles 
of Ignatius. As the editors of that respectable journal appear to be 
men of learning, it has not a little surprised me that they should have 
admitted such a piece in their pages without some remarks; and I 
have delayed my present communication for two months in hopes that 
something would appear in their subsequent numbers, from which I 
might infer that the editors, or some of their correspondents, were dis- 
posed to do more justice to a question which has long ago been settled 
by the judgment of the learned world. As I have been disappointed, 
1 shall now take the liberty of offering, for insertion in the Gospel Ad- 
vocate, a few remarks upon some of the positions advanced by this 
writer. I wish it to be understood that I am not entering into a for- 
mal defence of the epistles of Ignatius. I consider the question as 
settled. It never would have been so much agitated if it had not 
been for the conclusive testimony which these epistles give to the ex- 
istence, at the close of the first century, of three orders in the Chris- 
tian ministry. It is well for the cause of truth, however, that the 
question has been thus agitated. The enemies of Episcopacy have 
-in general retired from the contest; having been obliged to yield to 
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the overwhelming force of evidence adduced by the defenders of these 
epistles. It is only when some novice takes hold of the subject, that 
we have arguments advanced which have been satisfactorily answered 
over and over again, and which the modesty, acquired by greater 
learning and experience, would have been ashamed to reiterate. 

The writer begins, as all other enemies of Episcopacy have begun, 
by endeavouring to create suspicions respecting the narrative of Igna- 
tius’s martyrdom which accompanies the epistles. It * disagrees,” 
he says, ‘* with the relation Eusebius has given of his progress to 
Rome. The former declares, that he sailed from Seleucia to Smyrna, 
thence to Troas, and from thence to Neapolis. The latter relates that 
he passed through Asia, and confirmed the congregations, throughout 
every city where he came, preaching the word of God, &c.” If I un- 
derstand the objection, it is that the Martyrology speaks of his going 
by water, whereas Eusebius asserts that his journey was by land. | 
shall take this to be the meaning of the writer, because, on any other 
supposition, there would not, | conceive, be any possible disagreement. 
Eusebius, then, according to this writer, asserts that the journey was 
overland. But Eusebius in truth asserts no such thing. His words 
are, As "Arias dvecxopidny wosovpeevos. "Avaxouidn means, according to 
Suidas, the same as evayedy, travedes, avaPeed. The word is used in 
speaking of the transportation of a dead body from one sepulchre to 
another, or from a field of battle to interment. See 2 Macc. xii. 39. 
"EkexeuiZero, a word of the same origin, is used in Luke vii. +2. of the 
son of the widow of Nain, who was carried out for burial. The idea, 
then, conveyed by this expressive word, is that of carrying away with- 
out any will of the person carried. No phrase could be more appro- 
priate to the case of the venerable martyr. 

Ava in this passage denotes merely the course of the journey ; mo- 
tum perlocum, to use the words of Schleusner. The wise men de- 
parted into their own country Al’ wads «ded by another way. An 
examination of a map would show at once why Eusebius used the ex- 
pression ds’ “Acias. Instead of going straight from Antioch through 
the Mediterranean to Italy, which would have been the most direct 
and ordinary course, the martyr was conveyed di’ "Aciag by the way 
of Asia Minor. If the writer had understood the language of Euse- 
bius he would have seen that there is no contradiction between his 
relation and the Martyrology. Eusebius merely states the course of 
the journey in general terms, the Martyrology, with that minuteness 
which is a characteristick of true history, specifies that Ignatius went 
by water from Seleucia to Neapolis, touching only at the several 
places mentioned in Asia Minor. The writer in the Christian Spec- 
tator was probably misled by trusting to the Latin translation of Va- 
lesius, which is cum per Asiam duetaretur. ‘This, in bis zeal to find 
out an inconsistency, he thought could mean nothing else than an over- 
Jand journey. If he had looked at the ancient translation by Rufinus, 
he would have found this very passage thus rendered, cum per Astam 
sub eustodia Navicaret. ‘The idea of an overland journey in Asia 
never enter the mind of Rufinus. 
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The writer next attempts to weaken the force of the external tes- 
timony in favour of the smaller epistles of Ignatius, by representing it 
as a matter of great doubt whether the quotations by Eusebius were 
taken from the smaller or the larger. ‘* Whoever,”’ says he, ‘* com- 
pares the seven larger Greek epistles which bear the name of Igna- 
tius, with the account which Eusebius has given of the epistles of that 
apostolick father, will find such an argument” (a typographical errour, 
I presume, for agreement) * as will establish a strong probability that 
they are thesame. Yet this argument is nearly the same in favour of 
the smaller which are chiefly preferred.” I am not sure that I under- 
stand the force of the objection; but if the writer means to say that 
the quotations by Eusebius are from parts of the epistles, in which 
there is little or no variation between the larger and smaller editions, 
his assertions are true only in part. Three quotations from the epis. 
tles of Ignatius occur in Eusebius; two from the epistle to the Ro- 
mans, and one from the epistle to the Smyrnezans. The first quota- 
tion from the epistle to the Romans is very short. It contains only 
these words, Lites cius Seod, nat ds’ cdevrav Snzgiav wdaw Somes, ive xata- 
¢%s wetes sugeS@. ‘* | am the wheat of God, and I shall be ground by 
the teeth of wild beasts, that I may become pure bread.” In this 
passage, there is no difference, which ought to be mentioned, between 
the larger and smaller epistle, excepting that in the former the read- 
ing is agres Seod edged@; and, as the word See is omitted in Eusebius, 
the probability is so far in favour of the smaller epistle as the source 
of his quotation. The second quotation from the epistle to the Ro- 
mans is much the longest extract given by Eusebius ; and here the 
larger and smaller epistle agree with the exception of several various 
readings such as often occur between manuscript copies of the same 
author. The following collation will show at once what these varie- 
ties are: 
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Ignat. ad Rom. S. 5. Coterius, Ed. Clerici. 


Smaller, or Genuine. _— Larger, or Interpolated. Eusebius Ed. Reading. 


Psd eneévos td Seeevec tvd ede ntvos 
vinovras Yivovras yhyvovras 
nT obAaeabvey *Toluacutvay Toi mmy 


2, ey opens tropa’ roe tu-| 2% eSyouas cdvroua (MS.\a % sixomar cuvrome’ “moe 
eednvas PTotua) roe eesivas evgtSnvas 

txtyra an StrAbow exyTa me StAn a xovTe un Stan 

benddy at Caron pendiy us Cnrw cas pndiy pan Core cas 


avaroua dyatigious avarouas diaigiosic Omitted. 
culnorn ptrx@y cusnomaes pthooy culeowas utrhoy 
ahnopok a Ato pack a atc nol 


xordoeus Tov draCcacy 
tis uct texicSacar. 





nanal morareie rod ditCcrou |x, xcraose rou dinCorou 
es €uk texioSacay im? suck texte Sa 





Most of the various readings may be accounted for, from the negli- 
gence or ignorance of transcribers, and the similar pronunciation of dif- 
ferent letters, syllables, or words. Four of them are peculiar to the 


> text of Eusebius, With regard tothe remainder, his text sometimes 
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coincides with the one and sometimes with the other. 


On the Epistles of St. Lgnatius. 





[Nov. 


But it is very 


observable that in all which affect the sense, the reading of the 
smaller epistle is decidedly preierable, and for the most part corres- 


ponds with the quotations in Eusebius. 


If, therefore, in the solution 


of the question respecting the two texts, any advantage is to be gained 
from the quotation by Eusebius, it will be found to preponderate on 
the side of the smaller. 


1 am willing, however, to consider the variations as too trifling, and 


the readings of Eusebius as too uncertain, to have any weight in the 
inquiry. Consequently these two passages can have no bearing on 
tlre question, whether Eusebius quoted from the smaller, which I con- 


sider the genuine, or from the interpolated text. 


to the third. 


Not so with regard 


Here the quotation is decidedly from the smaller epis. 


tle. Of this I shall hope to conyince the reader by a collation of the 


several texts. 


Smaller, or Genuine. 
2 ‘\ ‘ 
27@ 78 


nah peste THY "aya sacsy by 
ragns autor oda 4 miswe 
oyvTa’ & ore res Teve 
orset Tlitgov water, ten 
aurcic’ AgceTs, ~Lnrzpn- 
cart us % idere ors vx 
tah dasuovicy "aoa ua- 


Tov 


‘ . , * . 
uxt woo autou wave 


uti ericeucay. 


In English thus : 


‘Eusebius aad the Smaller or Genuine 


text. 


For I 


also know that after his 
resurrection he was 
and I believe in him as being 


so still. And when 


Peter and his companions he 
said to them, Take and handle 


me, and see that I 
incorporeal spirit. 


And immediately they 


Ignat. ad Smyrnzos. 


Larger, or Interpolated. 
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Eusebius. 
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The Larger or [Interpolated text. 


him to have come in 


the body not only by his birth and cru- 
cifixion, but} also know that after his 


incarnate,|resurrection he was incarnate, and | 


believe in him as being so still. 


And 


he came tolwhen he came to Peter and his com- 


panions he said to them, Take and 
handle me, and see that I am not an 


am not anlincorporeal spirit [for a spirit hath 











‘ouched him and believed. \believed. 


not flesh and bones as ye see me have. 
And to Thomas he saith, Reach hither 
thy finger to the print of the nails, and 
reach hither thy hand and thrust it in- 
to my side.] And immediately they 
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The evidence is palpable that Eusebius quoted from the smaller 
text. What, then, shall we say of this writer, who affirms so confident- 
ly that the argument from Eusebius is as much in favour of the one 
text as of the other? The assertion is ridiculous ; because where the 
larger and the smaller epistles coincide, it is the same text; and 
where they differ, the testimony of Eusebius is decidedly in favour of 
the smaller. The collation of the two texts in the extract from the 
epistle to the Smyrnzans will give the reader a fair specimen of the 
manner in which the genuine epistles have been interpolated, and will, 
I trust, go far to convince him that the internal evidence is in favour 
of the smaller It will be seen that the genuine text is altered by the 
insertion of quotations at variance with the age of Ignatius and the 
circumstances under which he wrote. ‘1 bave carefully compared 
the two editions,” says Lardner, ‘‘ and am well satisfied, upon that 
comparison, that the larger are an interpolation of the smaller, and 
not the smaller an epitome or abridgment of the larger. 1 desire no 
better evidence in a thing of this nature.” ‘+ Beside the many other 
arguments,”’ says the same candid writer, speaking of the interpolated 
epistles, “ against their genuineness, this may be one, that there are 
more quotations out of the Old and New Testament, than could be 
well expected. The larger epistles were plainly composed by a man 
atleisure. Ignatius at his writing was very much straitened for time, 
being at once a traveller, and a prisoner under a strong guard ; and 
at the places where he rested, much engaged by the kind and respect- 
ful visits of the Christians there, and from the neighbouring cities, and 
in giving them exhortations by word of mouth.”’ Lardner was a dis- 
senter, and had no more love for Episcopacy than for the divinity of 
his Lord and Saviour ; both of which doctrines he denied, and both of 
which are clearly supported by Ignatius. Yet he has set an example 
of fairness in discussing the questions relative to these epistles, which 
it would be well for those to imitate who have not half his learning. 

The argument against the epistles of Ignatius, from the supposed un- 
certainty of the text, amounts on the whole to this: some copies of the 
epistles which have come down to us have been interpolated; there- 
fore all must be rejected. ‘This is about as unreasonable as it would 
be to reject the whole of a paper currency because some of the notes 
had been altered. When the paper issued from a bank has suffered 
by fraud, it may make us examine every bill we receive with greater 
caution and scrutiny. But shall we reject every ten dollar note, be- 
cause the face of some have been altered into hundreds and thousands ? 
And if, on examination we should find two alike in every particular, 
save that one purported to be ten and the other a thousand, would not 
the internal evidence be strongest in favour of the ten? Just so is it 
with regard to the epistles of Ignatius. The smaller are consistent 
with all the circumstances under which Ignatius is said to have writ- 
ten. They coincide with the quotations made by subsequent writers 
from his epistles. They accord better with that period of Christiani- 


» ty in which he wrote. And even if all other circumstances had been 
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equal, the probability would have been in favour of that text which is 
the simplest, and betrays the least marks of studious amplification. | 


am aware that some of these positions have been controverted by the _ 
writer on whose labours | am commenting ; and, as I have objected to | 
his bare assertions, | do not expect your readers implicitly to receive — 
mine. But as1 have already exceeded the length proper for your | 
pages, I must solicit your indulgence to allow the continuation of these — 


remarks in a future number. PHILO-IGNATIUS. 





FROM THE CHURCHMAN’S MAGAZINE. 


Looxine into a late number of that highly respectable work, the 
Gospel Advocate, I was a little surprised to find a writer, who signs 
himself Senescens, disapproving of loud responses in the performance 
of Divine worship. His words are these :—‘* What 1 have always 


considered decidedly the best manner of reciting the hymns and © 


psalms, and other versicles directed to be repeated by the people, 
next to that of chanting them, is for the clerk to pronounce them au- 
dibly and distinctly, and for every person in the congregation, old 
young, male and female, learned and unlearned, to accompany him, 
in a voice just above the breath, forming what I would call (if I 
might be allowed so mean an expression upon so grave a topick) a uni- 
versal hum, or susurrum.” 

Now, I have the misfortune to differ, toto celo, from the writer, as 
to the best manner of performing the service. Instead of leaving it 
to “‘ the worthy parish clerk” to bear the chief burden of the responses, 
I could wish every man, woman, and child in the congregation, to re- 
spond also, in a clear, distinct, and audible voice. In my view, this 
is the only way in which full effect can be given to our beautiful ser- 
vice ; and, so far from thinking it an innovation, 1 should be much 
more disposed to give that name to the gentle, sleep-inducing susur- 
rum, recommended by the writer alluded to. 

Nothing, I conceive, would be more improper than to perform 


some parts of the liturgy in this manner. Many of the psalms of © 


David, rehearsed every Sunday, are songs of triumphant rejoicing ; 
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and whether “said or sung,’? demand a corresponding elevation of ~ 


tone and spirit during the recital. Take, for instance, the animated 
hymn, We praise Thee, O God, or the Jubilate Deo, in the order 
for daily morning prayer, or the Cantate Domino, in that for the 


evening. How much at variance would be the tone and senti- — 


ment, if uttered in a voice ‘just above the breath !” How languid 
would our devotions appear! 

I cannot but think this mode erroneous, too, on another account: it 
deprives the publick worship of God of all animation and spirit. You 


perceive nothing of that warm and thrilling glow of feeling, which is — 
communicated by loud and concurrent voices, lifted up in the lan- © 


guage of adoration. You lose the advaritage of sympathy. No one, 
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[ presume, ever worshipped for the first time in a church, where the 
responses arose clear and distinct from every part of the house, with- 
out being struck with the propriety of the custom, and perceiv- 
ing it to have a sensible effect on his own devotions. That such was 
the early mode of performing the service, is clear, from the testimo- 
ny of the Fathers; by one of whom we are told, that the Amen was 
pronounced with such emphasis, that it rolled through the house like 
thunder. 

Had the writer alluded to been a clergyman, he would have re- 


| collected how much his own zeal and animation in performing the 








‘ 
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service have been inspired, by hearing the responses made in an ele- 
vated voice. When the contrary is the case, he is apt to suspect that 
his people are not in earnest ; and the thought deprives him of half of 
his ardour. Indeed, he often finds it irksome to conduct the worship 
of the sanctuary in an edifying manner, when he is so badly support- 
ed by the voices of the congregation. 

To conclude, I cannot help thinking it a part of every clergyman’s 
duty to instruct his people to make the responses audibly and dis- 
tinctly ; and not to remit bis exertions till he has thoroughly sue- 
ceeded. A parish clerk may be of great use to him in this part of bis 
labours ; but, the object once accomplished, he will stand in less need 
of his assistance, when all have learned to “ worship, and fall down, 


» and kneel before the Lord their Maker.” CLERICUS. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


Tue following incident, mentioned by Mr. Nelson, in bis life ot 
Bishop Bull, was thought worthy of a relation by the pious and learn- 
ed biographer, because, in his own words, ‘it showeth how valuable 
the liturgy is in itself, and what unreasonable prejudices are some- 
times taken up against it.” 

‘He was sent tor, while minister of St. George's, to baptize the 
child of a dissenter in his parish ; upon which occasion he made use 
of the office of baptism, as prescribed by the Church of England, 
which he had got entirely by heart; and be went through it with so 
much readiness and freedom, and yet with so much gravity and de- 
votion, and gave that life and spirit to all that he delivered, that the 
whole audience was extremely affected with his performance; and 
notwithstanding that he used the sign of the cross, yet, they were so 
ignorant of the offices of the Church, that they did not thereby dis- 
eover that it was the common prayer. But after that he bad conclud- 
ed that boly action, the father of the child returned him a great many 
thanks, intimating, at the same time, with how much greater edifica- 
tion they prayed who entirely depended upon the Spirit of God for 
his assistance in their extemporaneous effusions, than those did who 
tied themselves up to premeditated forms; and that if he had not 
made the sign ef the cross, that badge of popery, as he called it, no- 
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body could have formed the least objection against his excellent | 
prayers. Upon which, Mr. Bull, hoping to recover him from his ill 
grounded prejudices, showed him the office of baptism in the liturgy, 
wherein was contained every prayer which he had offered up to God, 
on that occasion ; which, with farther arguments that be then urged, 
so effectually wrought upon the good man and his whole family, that | 
they always after that time frequented the parish church, and never | 
more absented themselves from Mr. Bull’s communion. From whence 
we may reasonably conclude that as a mistaken zeal may throw con- | 
tempt upon what justly deserves to be admired, so also that gravity, ; 
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seriousness, and devotion, in reading the prayers, are necessary to se- 4 
cure that respect to the liturgy which its own excellency requireth 


from us. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


EASTERN DIOCESE, 
‘Poe annual convention of the Eastern Diocese, was held in Wind- 
sor, Vermont, on Wednesday, the 24th September, 1823. 
Present, 
Right Rev. Alexander V. Griswold, D. D. Bishop. 
Clergy. 

Rev. Samuel F. Jarvis, D. D., James Morss, Asa Eaton, Aaron 
Humphrey, Titus Strong, Benj. C. Cutler, Deacon, Lot Jones, Dea- 
con,—Massachusetts. 

Rev. George Leonard, Abraham Bronson, Joel Clap, Carlton Chase, 
Benj. B. Smith, Elijah Brainard, Deacon, Samuel LB. Shaw, Deacon,— 
Vermont. 

Rev. James B. Howe,—New Hampshire. 

Laymen. 

Mr. Dana Miller, Bellows Falls, Mr. Guy Bridgman, Guilford, | 
Mr. Danforth Billings, Arlington, Hon. Dudley Chase, Bethel, Hon. 
Jona. H. Hubbard, Windsor, Hon. Dudley A. Tyng, Newburyport, 
Mr. John Sowdon, Boston, Mr. Christopher Seaton, Cornish, Major 
Ezra Jones, Claremont, Mr. C. C. Brainard, Walpole. 

Divine service performed by Rev. Dr. Jarvis, Sermon by Rev. Mr. 
Strong. The holy communion was administered by the Bishop, as- 
sisted by Rev. Dr. Jarvis. 

Rev, Titus Strong was chosen secretary, the former secretary hay- 
ing declined a reappointment. 

Voted, That such clergymen, candidates for orders, and lay mem- 
bers of the Episcopal church as may be present, who are not members 
of the convention, be admitted to honorary seats. The Rev. Mr. 
Marshall and the Rev. Mr. Robertson from the diocese of Virginia, 
and the Rev. Mr. Dyer, from the diocese of New York, took their 
seats accordingly. 
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Voted, That the rules of order be observed which were adopted at 
the last meeting of this convention. 

Voted, That the thanks of the convention be given to the Rev. Mr. 
Strong, for his sermon this day delivered, and that a copy be request- 
ed for publication in the Gospel Advocate. 

Voted, That the thanks of the convention be given to the Rev. 
Mr. Eaton, for his faithful services as secretary, from the organization 
of the diocese in 1810, to the present time. 

Rev. Messrs. Morss and Howe were appointed a committee to com- 
municate the two foregoing resolutions. 

The following persons were appointed the standing committee, for 
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_ the ensuing year, viz :— 


Rev. Asa Eaton, Rev. Samuel F. Jarvis, Rev. James Morss, Rev. 


| . Nathan B. Crocker, Rev. Carlton Chase, Rev. Petrus S. Ten Broeck, 
_ Rev. Charles Burroughs, Hon. Dudley A. Tyng, George Brinley, Esq. 


Voted, That the alteration in the second article of the constitution, 
that the words ‘in each of the states by rotation’ be struck out, 


_ and the words ‘such place as shall be agreed upon at the preceding 


convention” be inserted, which alteration was proposed at the last 
meeting of this convention, be, and the same is hereby adopted. 

Voted, That the alteration proposed at the last meeting of this con- 
vention in the same article, that after the words ‘lay delegate” the 
words * or delegates not exceeding three,” be inserted, be, and the 
same is hereby adopted. 

Voted, That the alteration in the 10th article of the constitution, 
proposed at the last meeting of this convention, that the word ‘“* bien- 
nial”? be struck out, and the word ‘‘annual”’ inserted, be and the same 
is hereby adopted. 

Voted, That the next meeting of this convention be held in Port- 
land, Maine. 

Rev. Messrs. Morss, Howe, and Chase, were appointed a commit- 
tee to report a regular and correct list, of the clergy and churches in 
this diocese. 

The report includes, in Maine, 2 Churches and 2 Presbyters. In 
Massachusetts, 18 Presbyters, 5 Deacons and 21* Churches. In Ver- 


_ mont, 5 Presbyters, 2 Deacons and 19 Churches. In New Hampshire, 


5 Presbyters and 6 Churches. In Rhode Island, 6 Presbyters, 2 
Deacons and 7 Churches. 

Total 36 Presbyters, 9 Deacons, 55 Churches. 

Adjourned to Thursday. 

Thursday, Sept. 25.—The Bishop delivered his address, agreea- 
bly to the provisions of the 45th canon. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this convention be, and they hereby 


| are returned to the Right Rev. the Bishop of the diocese, for his ex- 


ecllent address, and that a copy of the same be requested for publi- 
cation in the Gospel Advocate. 
Resolved, That for the better circulation of this address, through 


_* * There are 23 churches in Massachusetts, in the sense of incorporated socie- 


ties, though there are but 21 buildings for publick worship. 
44 GOSPEL ADVOCATE, VOL, III. 
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the diocese, it be made the duty of every clergyman to read the 
same to his congregation, or congregations, on some occasion of pub- 
lick worship. 

Rev. Mr. Leonard and Rev. Dr. Jarvis were appointed a commit- 
tee to present the foregoing resolutions to the Bishop, who reported, 
that he would comply with the request of the convention. 

Resolved, That the committees reported at the last diocesan con- 


vention, to solicit subscriptions and donations to the Episcopal fund, | 





be requested to attend to the business referred to them, the ensuing | 
year, and that the secretary furnish each member of the said com. 


mittees with a copy of this resolution. 

Kesolved, That the committee appointed at the last convention 
of this didhoun upon the subject of providing a uniform system oj 
catechetical instruction, be requested to prosecute the object contem- 
plated in their appointment, and report to the next convention. 

Resolved, That the standing committees of the several states in 
this diocese, be requested to make inquiry into the character and si- 
tuation of such clergymen, as have been reported within this diocese, 
who are neglecting the duties of the ministerial office, and to take 
such measures respecting them, as the canons of the Church may 
authorize and require. 


The Rev. Dr. Jarvis, Rev. Mr. Morss, and Hon. Mr. Tyng, were / 


appointed a committee, to ascertain whether any, and what clergy- 


men, are in the diocese, whose names ought tobe added_ to the list — 


as reporied. 
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Divine service was performed by Rev. Mr. Humphrey, Sermon by 


the Bishop ; and the holy communion was administered. Rev. Lot 
Jones was admitted to the priesthood, and the convention adjourned, 


sine die. 
Attest, T. STRONG, Secretary. 





The Constitution of the Protestant Episcopal Church, in the East- 
ern Diocese of the United States of America. 


Artiele 1. The States of Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New 


Hampshire, Vermont, and Maine, shall constitute one Episcopal dio- 
cese, in subordination to the general convention, and shall be entit- 
led, “* The Eastern Diocese of the United States,” 


Art. 2. There shall be annually held, a convention of the Church — 


in this diocese, on the last Wednesday in September, in such place 
as shail be agreed upon at the preceding convention, composed of the 
clergy belonging to the diocese, and a lay delegate, or delegates no! 
exceeding three, trom each of the churches, which may have been 
recognised by the bishop, or standing committee of the diocese, 

Art. 3. The convention shall deliberate and act in one body, but 
shall vote in distinct orders, when aay member shall call for such 1 
division on any question, and in such case, a concurrence of a ma: 
jority of both orders, shall be necessary to give validity to any meas 
ure. 

Art. 4, The bisbop, or if no bishop be present, a clergyman, 
chosen by ballot, shall be president of the convention. 
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Art. 5. At each meeting of the convention, a secretary shall be 





; chosen by ballot, who shall keep a true and fair record of the pro- 


ceedings of the convention, and at the close of each session, shall 
furnish the bishop with a copy of the same, or, if there be no bishop 
the standing committee. 

Art. 6. There shall be a standing committee, elected at each 
stated meeting of the convention, consisting of nine persons, one of 
whom shall be from each state in the diocese, 

Art. 7. Whenever, hereafter, the episcopate of this diocese shall 
be vacant, the standing committee shall give information thereof, to 


_ the secretary of each state convention in the diocese, and also of 


_ the time and place of a special convention for the purpose of filling 
_ up such vacancy, which special convention shall consist of the clergy 


_ belonging to the diocese, and a lay delegate from each of the churches, 


_ which may have been recognised by the bishop or standing commit- 
tee, and shall be held, at least, three months after such information is 


oy 


ot ; - » 
_ from at least three of the states in the diocese. 


ch 
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' given. And in every election of a bishop, the clergy shall make a 
» nomination by ballot, which nomination shall be approved by a ma- 


jority of the lay delegates present, before the choice shall be consid- 


ered valid. 


Art. 8. Standing rules, for the orderly conducting of business, 
shall be devised from time to time, in biennial convention. 

Art. 9. No state shall withdraw from this diocese, without the 
approbation of the house of bishops. 

Art. 10. No alteration shall be made in this constitution, but in 
annual convention, nor unless it has been proposed in a previous con- 
vention, nor without the concurrence of a majority of the delegation 


Adopted, May 31, 1810. Amended, Sept. 1822, and Sept. 1823. 


VERMONT. 


_ Tae annual convention of Vermont was held June 25, 1823, in the 


church at Middlebury. The bishop being absent, the Rev. Abraham 
Bronson was elected president. The Rev. Joel Clap was elected sec- 
retary. Of the clergy there were present 5 presbyters and 1 deacon, 


' and of the laity 17 delegates the representatives of 15 parishes. There 


ores 








are 19 parishes in Vermont the most of which are very small. The 
following table gives as accurate a view as we can present from the 
journal of the convention. 
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The following gentlemen were elected the standing committee 
for the ensuing year, Rev. Abraham Bronson, Rev. Carlton Chase, 
Rev. George Leonard, Kev. Benj. B. Smith, and Rev. Joel Clap. 

The following canons were adopted by the convention. 

CANON I. 

OF THE MODE OF TRYING CLERGYMEN ACCUSED OF MISDEMEANOR. 

Whenever the standing committee shall have reason to suspect 
any clergyman of this Church to be guilty of infidelity, heresy, vice, 
or irregularity of any kind, it shall be their duty to inquire into the 
circumstances of the case ; and if, upon such inquiry, they are con- 
vinced that there exists sufficient cause of complaint, they shall rep- 
resent the same to the Bishop, at the same time stating specifically 
whereof the party is excused ; whereupon, by order of the Bisbop, 
a council of presbyters, consisting of not less than three, shall be 
convened, who, under the direction of the Bishop, shall proceed in 
due time to try the party accused ; a copy of the accusation or accu- 
sations, and twenty days notice of the time and place of trial, bein 
first cormmunic.ted to such party. And furthermore, it shall be the 
duty of the standing committee at such trial, to Jay before the 
Bishop and his presbyters. such evidence as they may be able to ob- 
tain relative tu the case under investization. 

CANON ILI. * 
OF THE FORMING AND ORGANIZING OF CHURCHES. 

Whenever any number of persons in this state shall form them- 
selves into a regular society, of the Protestant Episcopal faith, in 
such a manner, as that they will become a body corporate accord- 
ing to law, and their proceedings shall be sanctioned by the bishop 
of the diocese, and standing committee of this state ; or, in case of a va- 
cancy in the episcopal office, by the state convention or its standing 
committee, they shall be admitted to all the rights and privileges of a 
regular church, subject at all times to the authority and discipline of 
said bishop, or, in case of a vacancy in the episcopal office, of said 
convention, or its standing committee. 


The agents and attorneys of the Incorporated Society established 
in London for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts having 
been requested to lay before the convention information relative to 
the lands owned by the said society, made the following Report. We 
give this document entire, as we trust our readers will be much inter- 
ested in its contents. 


‘* To the Convention of the Episcopal Church of the State of Ver- 
mont, now convened at Middlebury, the undersigned, Agents and At- 
torneys of the Incorporated Society established at London for the 
Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, for recovering the pos- 
session of their lands in the state of Vermont, and appropriating the 
avails thereof for the support of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
said State, in compliance with the request contained in your resolu- 
tion of the 24th inst. cheerfully give to the Convention the following 
information relating to said lands. 

*¢ By the charters of most of the townships in this state issued by the 
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governour of New Hampshire, one right in each township was granted 
to the Incorporated Society established at London for the Propagation 
of the Gospel in Foreign Parts. Soon after the issuing of the charters, 
and before the towns were generally settled, the revolution inter- 
vened, by which the territory became independent of Great Bri- 
tain. Soon afler the treaty of peace, to wit, on the 20th May, the 
society knowing they were vested with property in the late Ameri- 
can colonies, and that their title thereto was secured to them by the 
treaty of 1783, passed the following resolution. * Resolved. That the 
secretary do write to some one or more members of the Church of 
England in each of the states of America, in which the society has 
any property, to take all proper care in securing said property, and 
further to inform such persons, that it is the’ intention uf the society 
to make over all such property to the use of the Episcopal Church 
in that country, in whatever manner or form, after communication 
with the several governments, as shall appear most effectual for that 
purpose. A copy of the foregoing resolution having been trans- 
mitted to the principal Episcopalians, in the United States. measures 
were immediately taken by the Church in the stale of New Hamp- 
shire, to procure the lands belonging to the society in that state, con- 
sisting of a right in most of the towns, granted in the same forms as 
were the townships in this state. And they soon after procured 
from the society a conveyance to Messrs. Adams and Sheaf, or rather 
procured a power of attorney to them, authorizing them to recover 
possession of the lands in the name of the society, and to appropriate 
the rents and profits to the support of the Church in thai state. Suits 
were afterwards commenced by said agents, to recover possession of 
the lands, in the state courts, and in the court of the United States, 
and recoveries had in both. It does not appear by the journals of the 
convention in this state, that any thing was done by the Church to- 
wards procuring the lands from the society until the month of Sep- 
tember, 1794, when the convention appointed a committee to make 
application to the society for the lands, consisting of the Rev. Bethu- 
el Chittenden, the Rev. Daniel Barber, the Rev. J. C. Ogden, Messrs. 
Eleazer Baldwin, Truman Squier, Matthew Lyon, and Ebenezer Mar- 
vin. It appears that this committee made application for the lands 
to the society through their agent, Col. John A. Graham, but were un- 
successful. 

**[t does not appear that any further step was taken by the Church, 
to obtain said lands, until the meeting of the convention at Arlington, 
in the year 1805, when the convention directed their standing commit- 
tee to take further steps to obtain the society lands in Vermont ; and 
appointed on said committee the Rev. Bethuel Chittenden, the Rev. 
Abraham Bronson, Daniel Chipman, Truman Squier, Martin Roberts 
and Anson J, Sperry, Esqrs. This committee also made application 
to the society for their lands in this state, but failed in their applica- 
tion as appears by a letter from the secretary of the society to Bishop 
Moore, through whom the application was made, bearing date Nov. 30, 
1808. The reason why this application was unsuccessful, is pertect- 
ly obvious from the following extract from said letter, ‘ There have 
been indeed a variety of applications from the state .of Vermont, se 
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different in their object and design, that the society could not comply 
with any of them, desirous as they are to extend the cause of religion 
to the utmost of their power.’ No further steps were taken to obtain 
the lands, until the year 1811, when the Rev. Abraham Bronson and 
Anson J. Sperry, Esq.-delegates from this state to the general conven- 
tion of the Protestant Episcopal Church of the United States, holden 
at New Haven, in Connecticut, in the month of May, obtained a reso- 
lution of the convention, directing Bishop White, the presiding bish- 
op of the house of bishops, to write to the society in London, in be- 
half of the convention, and inform them, that the Church in Vermont 
was regularly organized, and under the care of the bishop of the East- 
ern diocese, and that a board of trustees of donations to the Church 
had been incorporated in Massachusetts, and that it was the opinion 
of the convention that their tands in Vermont might be safely convey- 
ed to such agents and attorneys as might be recommended by said 
board of trustees, and approved of by the convention of Vermont. 
In pursuance of the above resolution, such letter was written by Bish- 
op White, and on the recommendation of the leading Church people 
in Vermont, the said trustees in Boston on the 5th day of June, 1815, 
recommended the present agents, and this recommendation was ap- 
proved of by the convention of this state holden at Arlington, on 
the 28th day of the same June. The agents thus appointed, by or- 
der of the convention, immediately transmitted all the papers and 
documents relating to the application to the society for the lands, 
to the Hon. and Rev. Charles Stewart, who then resided in the prov- 
ince of Canada, and was about to visit London. This extraordinary 
man, was one of the Scottish nobility, who had taken orders in the 
Church, and whose piety and zeal in promoting her interest, had 
prompted him to cross the ocean, and to place himself in that part of 
the province of lower Canada which borders on this state, and there 
spend his time and his income in forming churches, and in visiting 
the families in that new settled country and giving them moral and 
religious instruction. ‘The influence of such a man, the agents were 
sure, would remove that jealousy and suspicion, which the society 
had imbibed, in relation to the Church in Vermont. In this they 
were not disappointed. A power of attorney was executed by the 
society, bearing date the 5th day of December, 1816, authorizing the 
agents and attorneys ‘to sue for and recover possession of said 
lands, and for and in the name of said society to lease them or any 
part of them, to such person or persons, and for such term or num- 
ber of years, and at and under such yearly and other rent, as they, or 
a majority of them, should think fit and proper, and also to sue for, 
recover and receive all rents, incomes, and profits which then were or 
should become due and owing to said society.’ 

** The power given to the agents to appropriate the rents and profits 
is as follows, to wit. ‘There shall be appropriated such parts and 
shares of such incomes and profits as the agents and attorneys shall 
judge just and proper to the use and benefit of such person as may be 

“elected and canonically consecrated to the office of bishop over the 
said state of Vermont, and to the use and benefit of his successors in 
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the office of bishop in said state, and the remaining incomes and 
profits of said lands to be appropriated to the use and support of a 
clergyman and his successors of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
each of said townships, when a church shall be formed therein, and 
the worship of God performed according to the liturgy of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church in the United Siates of America. And in 
such towns where no church shall be established as aforesaid, the re- 
maining income, rents, and profits to the support of clergymen, build- 


ing of churches, defraying the expense of suits for the recovery of 


said lands, and the incomes and profits thereof, and for such other 
uses and purposes as the said agents and attorneys shall judge will 
best conduce to the welfare of the Church in said state of Vermont, 
and to do all other acts and things concerning the premises, as fully, 
in every respect, as the said society can or could do. And one or 
more attorneys under them for the purposes aforesaid, to make, and 
again at their pleasure revoke.’ 

** After the receipt of the foregoing power of attorney, the agents 
waited until well advised respecting the tile of the society, before 
they commenced any suit for the recovery of the lands. When sat- 
ished that the fee of the land was in the society, and that they must 
recover possession of them in a court of law, the agents caused an 
action of ejectment to be commenced before the circuit of the United 
States, against the town of New Haven, and William Wheeler, their 
tenant on a lot laid to the society right in that town. ‘The object 
of the agents in commencing the suit against the town of New Haven, 
in preference to any other town, was, that they were sure the suit 
would be defended to the utmost, and carried to the supreme court 
of the United States for a final decision, that all further litigation 


might be prevented. In this they were not disappointed. The town | 


of New Haven employed counsel to defend the suit, and, while 
pending in the circuit court, made application to the legislature, who 
appointed an agent to defend the suit and made a liberal appropria- 
tion of money to defray the expense. The counsel for the society, and the 
counsel employed by the state on the part of the defendants, united in tak- 
ing such a course with the suit, that a final decision might be had there- 


in by the supreme court of the U. States, which should satisfy all parties — 
in relation to tbe title of the society to these lands, and thus prevent — 


further litigation. With this view it was agreed that a special ver- 
dict should be drawn up, embracing all the material facts; and it was 
further agreed, that if, on the argument of the case before the su- 


preme court, it should appear that ary material facts on either side — 


had been omitéed, they should be added to the special verdict. Mr. 


Hopkinson of Philadelphia, argued the cause for the society, and Mr. — 


Webster of Boston, for the defendants, and both were satisfied that 
the special verdict embraced all the material facts in the case. The 


cause was argued in the winter of 1822, and taken under considera- | 
tion by the court until the last term of the supreme court, when judg- 
ment was rendered for the plaintiffs by six judges, one judge dissent-_ 


ing. 
* The agents are therefore confident that all further litigation woule 
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be useless, and that it will not be necessary to resort to any further 
) actions of ejectment. 

** On the 30th of April last, the agents met at Middlebury, to take 
| measures for leasing the lands, and although satisfied that they could 
' recover all the prior rents which had been paid to the towns, yet un- 
der all the circumstances it was unanimously agreed to lease them to 
| the present tenants, without requiring the payment of the rents which 
had become payable before the decision of the supreme court was 
' madeknown. That the buildings and betterments made on the lands 
) by the tenant should be considered a3 his, and the land be leased to 
him at a rent proportioned to the value of the land, without reference 
to the buildings and betterments made by him; but this on condi- 
| tion that the tenant surrender his lease from the town, so as to cut off 
all claim of his against the town. 

** Agents were also appointed in the different counties authorized to 
execute leases in the name of the society, and it is confidently be- 
| lieved that leases will be taken of the lands, and no further sum ex- 
_ pended in hopeless litigation. 

. ** In relation to the probable income of the lands, the agents cannot 
_ at present give any satisfactory information. We believe that the an- 
. nual income will amount to four thousand, and that it will not exceed 





: _ five thousand dollars. 

- AERAHAM BRONSON, 

-_ DANIEL CHIPMAN, 
ANSON J. SPERRY. 


‘ | © Middlebury, June 26, 1823. 

1 ‘¢ Nore.---It is necessary to remark that the only remaining agent, the Rt. 
: Rev. Alexander V. Griswold, was unable to attead the state convention, and that 
n his signature is, therefore, necessarily wanting.” 

a 

e€ | Acommittee, consisting of the Rev. Benj. B. Smith, George Cleave- 


© + Jand, and Dorastus Wooster, esquires, was appointed to make such re- 
‘- | marks on this report as might be useful to the members of the Church 
¢ ~ in Vermont. These remarks are in the main judicious and well timed; 
k- ) though there are some points on which we should Wish for further infor- 
€- ~ mation, and others in which we think the spirit of conciliation has Jed to 
es > incautious admissions. With these exceptions we think the ** remarks of 
nt ) the committee” an able and eloquent defence of rights, which, if justice 
r- | and equity had uniformly prevailed, would never have been called 
aS in question. We therefore present the whole to our readers with one 
or two notes on those parts on which we could have wished to have 
seen somewhat different language. 





** In addition to the facts contained in the body of this report, in re= 
lation to the first grant and succeeding history of these lands as drawn 
from papers in possession of the agents, there exists a variety of others, 
which will sufficiently explain why such grants, and to so large an ex- 
tent, were made. Gov. Wentworth, under whose administration 
- jthey took place, was himselfan Episcopalian. But at that period the 
humber who thought Jike him was very small. They were emphat- 
45 GOSPEL ADVOCATE, VOL, III. 
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cally a minor sect.* Congregationalists made up a vast majority of 
the colonists. Indeed that denomination was by the colonial govern- 
ment considered and treated as the established religion. In pursu- 
ing the reigning policy of the age to promote the settlement of the 
new plantations, the government foresaw that they would be chiefly 
settled by the prevailing denomination. Whatever encouragement, 
therefore, was necessary in those early periods for the introduction 
and support of religion, was less necessary for the reigning sect, than 
for minor ones.t ‘Their numbers constituted an obvious and sufli- 
cient resource. But it was presumed that Episcopalians would not 
be easily induced to remove far back into the remote settlements, 
without some reasonable hope and strong encouragement that they 
would be able to maintain the ministry and services to which they 
were so strongly attached. What expectations were wanting from 
their numbers, needed to be supplied in some other way. Accord- 
ingly, whilst only one right of land was given to the first settled 
minister, who, it was foreseen, would commonly be a Congregational- 
ist, two rights were granted to Episcopalians, one, for a glebe, and 
the other for the benefit of the Society for Propagating the Gospel in 
Foreign Parts, 

‘** The first right, in most cases, fell into the possession of the ruling 
denomination ; and, as it became, in fee, the property of the first set- 
tled minister, appears to have answered the very purpose which the 
grantors expected and designed, 

‘* And under the expectation that the other rights would finally ena- 
ble them to support their own ministers and services, several Episco- 
palians were induced to remove to the new townships. But, owing to 
a variety of causes, their hopes have been deferred, baffled, and near- 
ly destroyed. And the posterity of those persons who were induced 
to move into a region so remote from the field of Episcopal ministra- 
tions, are reduced to depend for the supply of them, upon their own 
exertions, and the small remnant of property which has at length been 
recovered. And it is presumed that no objections will be urged 
against their receiving possession of this property, since every other 
ublick right has been secured to its designated use and employment. 
‘* But, if any such objections should be raised, it is difficult to see 
what they can effect. From the report of the agents it will be seen, 
that every arrangement was made to have the decision which has 


‘ 
* We must again protest against the use of the term “ sect” as applied to the 
Episcopalchurch. If our doctrines, government, discipline, and worship are those 
of the catholick church in the days of her apostolick purity, how are we a sect’ 
We presume that the writers of these remarks would be the last to admit that we 
are a “heresy,” yet, if they will consult the New Testament, they will find that 
“ sect” and * heresy” are synonymes. On this point we beg leave to refer our 
readers to our review of Bancroft’s Sermons, (vol. ii. p. 379.) Let us leave this 
loose language to those whose principles tend to separation: ours are all fitted to 
produce union and harmony. £d. 
t+ Here is again the same incautious admission. We assert, with confidence, that 
there is not one “ sectarian,” or heretical tenet to be found in our Jiturgy, ordinal, 
or articles. Ed. 
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been given, a final one.- The cause was carried to the highest tribu- 
nal, was advocated by the most able counsel, and decided, after a full 
investigation, by a court, the very constitution of which places its 
judges far above all personal or state influence. And in this case it is 
in vain to look for any sectarian prejudices,* for not only the same 
court, but the same judges, decided the glebe case against the Church, 
by which she is for ever deprived of the use of those lands,t which has 
now given judgment in favour of the Society for Propagating the Gos- 
vel. 

a It is presumed that no persons would be disposed to urge objections 
against the recovery of the Propagation Lots, if they could could be 
made to believe that the benefits which will be derived from them in 
future, will be far greater than any which have been hitherto realized. 

‘It is confidently expected that this position will appear clearly and 
abundantly supported by a comparison of the nature and extent of 
the former and future good effects resulting from the application of 
the avails of these lands. 

‘‘ No attempt will be made to undervalue or depreciate the benefits 
of education. Here the language of the most extravagant eulogy is 
scarcely the language of truth. The invaluable effects of a good edu- 
cation, and of the widest possible diffusion of it, are far beyond all 
human calculation. They are not to be made matter of cool mathe- 
matical calculation. They cannot be taken hold of, and counted and 
weighed. At the same time, they are known by effects too mighty 
to be overlooked, and are felt with an energy and a blessedness 
which cannot be mistaken.“ Parents cannot see how education bles- 
ses their offspring, but they can feel that under its influence they are 
growing up to make glad their hearts.- Children cannot feel the hand 
which is moulding their characters and their hearts, but they find 
themselves growing up bold in thought, proud in feeling, aspiring in 
hope, and vigorous in enterprise. ‘The secret influence of general 
and good education is noiseless and unnoticed in its progress, but its 
results are too mighty and too glorious to pass unregarded. The 
community is blessed by it, through all its limits. And our homes 
are made the pure, contented, and happy abodes which we find them, 
in a great measure by means of the education which has exalted their 
inmates, 

‘** But are these blessings to be compared with those which flow 
from the diffusion of Christian knowledge and piety ? Separate the 
ingredients of a nation’s knowledge from the ingredients of a nation’s 
morality, and what is their real estimation? They will prove the 
materials of ruin and desolation. Clear heads are dangerous pioneers 
to bad hearts. _ Religion alone can sanctify knowledge, and make her 
the handmaid of happiness. Politicians are mistaken when they re- 
fer our civil and social advantages chiefly to the diffusion of know- 
ledge, It is much more fairly ascribed to the influence of religion. 


* We should, in this case, have said, prejudices in favour ofthe Church. Ed. 
| + 1-We had an idea that this decision was not on the merits of the case, but 
_ with regard to the person who had a right te bring the action. Ed. 
















































ta 
th eg oe 


356 Relig. Intell.—Vermoni. f Noy. 


It is this which has prevented the curses which are inseparable 
from a state of intellectual culture, if moral culture does not keep 
pace with it’ Intelligence elevates the character, but religion pre- 
serves it, when thus elevated, pure, and refined, and pre-eminently 
happy.- 

** Other securities were provided for the diffusion of the less valuable 
of these blessings. The lands in question were consecrated to the 
higher and better purpose. For many years they have been diverted 
from their designated and proper channel, and it is highly satisfactory 
to the friends of the Church, that aithough they have not been soffered 
‘‘to make glad the city of our God,” they have been watering a fair 
garden, and maturing valuable fruits. And, on the other hand, they 
cannot be brought to believe that good men will ever resist the appli- 
cation of these lands to the high uses of Christianity, upon the pre- 
tence that it will be robbing the state of a great benefit. Surely the 
good sense and the happy experience of the people of Vermont will 
not suffer their schools to languish because lands, to which they had no 
legal right, are withdrawn from them. ‘They cannot be so ungrateful 
and unreasonable as to charge upon Episcopalians the fault of any in- 
jury which schools may suffer from giving up an income to which their 
claim was unrighteous and illegal. 

‘¢ We are bound, :herefore, to believe that new effurts*® will be made 

in behalf of schools; and in addition to the blessings which the state 
will derive from their increased prosperity, it will find its moral and 
religious character very much elevated and improved by the labours of 
those clergymen whom these funds will support. The sum of good 
will thus be greatly increased; and the community will receive un- 
expected benefits from a decision which some affect to believe will be 
a great disadvantage to it. 
‘¢ The grantors of the publick rights appear to have been impressed 
with a very correct sense of the general advantages of both these me- 
thods of diffusing knowledge, and to have given no very equivocal ex- 
pression of their estimate of the value of the one method above the 
other, when they assigned one right to schools, and three to the sup- 
port of religion. In the course of events two of these have been se- 
cured for the benefit of schools, and one for the use of a minister. 
Now if it were a question with the community at large how 
the remaining right should be disposed of, we cannot conceive that it 
would completely reverse the decision of those excellent men, by giv- 
ing three rights to the less valuable object, and one only to religion 
more especially as the doing of this would divest one denomination ol 
Christians of two portions of land intended for them — It would surely 
seem to your committee that all may well rest contented in the pre- 
sent equal division of these rights between these invaluable objects. 

* These hopes may be rendered less sanguine, by the objection that 
the prejudices and partialities of the people are such that they will 


«‘# It may not be improper to remark, that the annual amount secured to schools 
by law, is not in the smallest degree affected by their being deprived of the use 
of these lands. ‘The only effect of this loss to the schools, will be that the taxa- 
tion in certain towns will be slightly increased.” 
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not attend the ministrations of the Episcopal clergy. Still there are 
some few individuals scattered in almost every town, who decidedly 
prefer that mode of discipline and worship. And, in a region which 
boasts of perfect toleration, it ought certainly to give general satisfac- 
tion and pleasure, that any part of our population will at length have 
it in their power to worship God according to the dictates of their own: 
consciences. But your committee are unwilling to believe that the al- 
leged prejudices are so strong. They would deem it highly uncharitable, 
and would be exceedingly sorry to believe, that a church, whose doc- 
trines are so scriptural and pure, whose government is so excellent and 
ancient, whose services are so devotional and sublime, can be the object 
of such extreme dislike that people will not attend upon its ministry ! 
They are persuaded, that the more the .services of the Church are 
known, the better her doctrines are understood, and the oftener its 
ministry is attended, the less will prejudice have to say against it. 
They cannot help thinking and maintaining that the Episcopal 
church in this country and in England possesses, on the ground of 
the learning and piety of theirclergy, and the abundance of their zeal 
and good works, in the bible and missionary cause, a claim upon the 
good feelings of Christian people, which wil! forbid them to avoid or 
oppose the clergymen who may minister in Vermont. 

‘* But it may still be insisted that such are the existing partialities and 
prejudices in the state, that the Episcopal clergy will not find con- 
gregations. If we are compelled to believe it, who are in fault? If 
the people will not allow themselves to be relieved from a part of the 
expense of supporting clergymen; if they refuse to hear those who 
are sent among them by means of the avails of the Church lands, are 
Episcopalians to blame? Is the opprobium to be cast upon them of 
depriving the state of great and extensive benefits? Most assuredly, 
if the people of the state do not derive the greatest benefit from the 
expected application of the property which has hitherto gone to the 
support of schools, it will be owing to a cause which Episcopalians, 
more than any other persons, will have reason to deplore. 

*‘ Itis very natural to presume, that amongst the variety of remarks 
which the recovery of the ‘Propagation Lots’ will call forth, the mo- 
tives and designs of Episcopalians will be subjected to animadversion 
and censure. It becomes their duty, therefore, if they are able, to 
vindicate their motives and intentions. And nothing can be easier 
than to set them above the reach of reasonable suspicion or reproach, 

“ It surely can scarcely be objected against a man that he has been 
endeavouring to secure what be really believed was his honest right ! 
Episcopalians have all along been persuaded that their claim te the 
use of these iands was unquestionable. ‘The most eminent jurists ad- 
vised them to prosecute those claims, confidently predicting ultimate 
success. And the Society in England gladly relinquished to them 
their title, and delegated to them their powers. Is it surprising, then, 
or blame-worthy, that they have have made an attempt at securing 
such a valuable extent of property? Would they have been doing 
their duty, either to themselves or their posterity, if they had suffered 
these rights to have fallen into neglect and forgetfulness? And espe- 
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cially when the condition and relative circumstances of Episcopalians 
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are regarded ; when it is recollected that they are a scattered and op- 
posed people; that they can seldom collect numbers sufficient to sup- 
porta minister; that they are warmly aitached to very peculiar rites 
and observances, which none but their own clergy can administer ;— 
can it excite surprise, or incur blame, that they have exerted them- 
selves to procure a provision for their ministers which will in some 
degree obviate the difficulties resulting from their small numbers, and 
scattered situation? In such a case, is there a man living, or a society 
existing, that would not have been as active and energetick as the Epis- 
copalians are stated to have been ? 

‘* Again, certain views have been presented of the benefits which not 
only Episcopalians, but the community at large, it is hoped, will de- 
rive from the recovery of these lands. Now Episcopalians are fully 

ersuaded of the correctness of these views. And there can be no 
doubt but their conceptions of the extent of these benefits are quite as 
glowing as they should be. It may safely be granted that they are 
highly exaggerated and extravagant ; that imagination has outstripped 
the pace of sober calculation ; and that the good which will actually 
be secured, will not be, by any means, commensurate with their san- 
guine expectations. 

** But, however false and visionary these views may prove to be, they 
certainly form a perfect exculpation for Episcopalians. Benevolence, 
consistency, and religion, alike call upon them to exert themselves 
very actively in securing benefits which they believe to be exceeding- 
ly great. But their views cannot certainly be considered altogether 
visionary. And far from being blamed for labouring to send abroad 
the services and the ministrations of a church, which they honour and 
love, and regard as a peculiar safeguard to the most precious doctrines 
of the protestant faith, they should be highly commended for it. 

*‘ But this point is capable of being placed in a light still more con- 
vincing. From the report of the agents it will be particularly ob- 
served, that the first movement towards securing the Society lands in 
the United States to the Protestant Episcopal Church, did not originate 
with the members or friends of the Church, but with the officers of the 
Society. The secretary was ordered to correspond with Episcopa- 
lians in this country, and to offer them for the support of their clergy, 
the possession and use of all the property which was vested in that 


Society before the revolution. It appears that they were ignorant of 


the extent of property which had been vested in them, but felt confi- 
dent that they should still bold it, whatever might prove its amount, 
under the treaty of 1783. This important fact will serve several val- 
uable purposes. It will show that the right of the Society to the lands 
which have recently been recovered, appeared very obvious to its 
officers long before it had excited any controversy. And it will ex- 
culpate the Church from any blame which might be supposed to at- 
tach to ber, for prosecuting the claim which was so freely and gener- 
ously resigned to her. What else could her friends have done? It 
they had refused the generous offer, it would most probably have 
been of no benefit to the state; for the Society would have prosecut- 
ed its claims in some other way, and the lands lost to the Church 
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would not have been gained by the community. But they were not 
so unwise and ungrateful as to disregard the noble propositions of the 
Society. They thankfully received the gift, and set themselves diligent- 
ly at work to derive the utmost benefit from it. And to expect that they 
would have done otherwise, or to impugn their motives for doing so, 
is very unwarrantable and surprising. 

‘* Your committee cannot fail to regard the principles adopted by the 
agents in relation to leasing the lands, and which they have announc- 
ed in their report, as highly accommodating and liberal, calculat- 
ed to leave a very favourable impression upon the minds of the peo- 
ple, and to quiet any needless fears by which the tenants or se- 
lectmen may have been excited. And they gladly embrace this oppor- 
tunity of expressing their unanimous and very cordial approbation of 
the zeal and fidelity of the agents in the whole management of this im- 
portant business. And, if their motives or proceedings are called in 
question, or aspersed by others, it is hoped that it will perfectly satisfy 
them to be assured that Episcopalians not only confide most perfectly 
in their integrity, but feel greatly indebted to their judicious, active, 
and disinterested exertions. 

** And your committee cannot close their remarks without adding a 
few words of caution. It is very much to be feared that the hopes 
which are raised by the recovery of these lands will be far too high ; 
and that much more will be expected from the agents than they can 
possibly perform. ‘Their avails will not prove, by any means, as great 
as has been supposed and represented. ‘I'he parishes must not expect 
to be relieved altogether from any taxation for the support of the min- 
istry. And they should be cautious not to reduce it too far; for more 
injury is done by raising taxes ever so little, than good, by sinking 
them too low, or remitting them altogether. It will be expected there- 
fore, that the parishes will continue to contribute to the support of their 
ministers about in the proportion of their neighbours. And every as- 
sistance which can hereafter be afforded, the agents will readily grant. 

‘It is feared that expectations have been raised that the agents will 
apply moneys to the erection of churches. But a moment’s reflection 
will be sufficient to convince the friends of the Church that no appro- 
ptiations can be more exhausting and ruinous. If new churches are 
built, parishes who bave recently erected them, may fairly expect re- 
muneration. If they are built in one town where there are lands, the in- 
habitants of other towns, whether Episcopalians or not, will raise a cla- 
mour for the same privi‘ege. And thus a fund of ten times the extent of 
that entrusted to these agents, would soon be exhausted. 

‘* Each town which settles a minister, will have an unalienable right, 
after deducting expenses, to the rents of the lands in that town for its 
use. If the inhabitants of such towns will erect a building for them- 
selves, and settle a minister, they will doubtless receive assistance 
in proportion with the older parishes, and whilst they are building, 
perhaps, in larger proportion. 

‘Whilst, then, the members of our communion are admonished not 
to suffer themselves to be deceived by any extravagant and unfound- 
ed expectations, they are called upon to exert themselves with new 
and increased ardour in promoting the prosperity of the Church ot 
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their fathers. Can we receive into our hands so rich a token of 
the zeal and disinterested piety of the grantors of these lands, and 
not feel excited to imitate them in their work of faith, and labour 
of love? Shall we receive at the hands of a merciful God so great 
and such timely assistance, and not feel constrained to show our 
gratitude, by new and unwonted exertions in the cause of his church? 
‘“‘ Every noble sentiment, every grateful emotion, forbids that we 

should do otherwise! And your committee, therefore, would unite 
with you in earnest and continual prayers to Almighty God, that he 
may bless and prosper us, that he may enable us to improve the 
means put in our hands for the advancement of bis church, and that 
he may dispose the hearts of all men to assist and rejoice in her 
prosperity, till our Zion shall become the joy and the praise of the 
whole earth. 

B. B. SMITH, 

D. WOOSTER, 

G. CLEAVELAND.” 


———— 


ECCLESIASTICAL INTELLIGENCE. 
On Wednesday, Aug. 20, the annual convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in New Jersey commenced its session. After the 
usual divine service, which was conducted by the Rev. Abiel Carter, of 
Savannah, in the diocese of Georgia, and an appropriate sermon by the 
Rev. Richard F. Cadle, of N. York, the Bishop of the diocese admitted 
to the holy order of deacons, Mr. Robert Brown Croes, his youngest son. 

At a special ordination held in St. Paul’s church, Boston, on Thurs- 
day, the 11th of September, the Right Rev. the Bishop of the Eastern dio- 
cese admitted Theodore Edson and William T. Potter, to the holy or- 
der of deacons. Morning prayer was conducted by the Rey. Dr. 
Gardiner, and a sermon delivered by the Bishopfrom 2 Cor. iv. 7. 
* We have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the 
power may be of God, and not of us.”” The candidates were presented 
by the Rev. Dr. Jarvis, and the Bishop was assisted in the administra- 
tion of the communion by the Rev. Mr. Eaton. 

Ata special ordination held in St. Paul’s church, Windsor, Vermont, 
on Thursday, the 25th of Sept. the Bishop admitted the Kev. Lot Jones, 
deacon, to the holy order of priests. Morning service was conducted 
by the Rev. Mr. Morss, of Newburyport, Massachusetts, and a sermon 
delivered by the Bishop, from John xx. 22, 23, Mr. Jones was pre- 
sented by the Rev. Mr. Strong, of Greenfield, Massachusetts, for the 
church at Ashbeld, where his labours have been greatly blessed, and 
his prospects of future usefulness very encouraging. 

On Thursday, the 2d of October, the corner stone of a new Episco- 
pal church was laid at Leicester, in Worcester county, Massachusetts. 
An address on the occasion was delivered by the Rev. Dr. Jarvis. 

On Wednesday, the 8th day of October, the Rev. Alfred L. Baury 
was instituted Rector of St. Mary’s church, Newton. The Rev. Dr. 
Jarvis, by the appointment of the Bishop, acted as institutor. Morning 
service was conducted by the Rev. Mr. Cutler, and a sermon preached 
by the Rev. Dr. Gardiner, from Jude 3. ‘That ye should earnestly 
contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.’’ 
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